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Background of presenter in brief 

As Fire Behaviour Analyst, 

1998 Virginia Hills Fire, 

near Whitecourt AB 

Å  Fought first wildfire as a  

    13-yr-old boy scout (1965) 

 

Å Hotshot firefighter (1972 & 

1973) 

 

Å CFS fire research (1976-2010) 

 

Å Worked in every province and 

territory except Nunavent 

 

Å Personally observed many 

large-scale boreal wildfires  2 



ñRoad Mapò to presentation 
 

Ç Analyzing the Wildland-Urban Interface   

    (WUI) Fire Problem in Canada 

 

Ç Wildfire Behaviour 101 

 

Ç Fire Suppression in Relation to Fire  

    Suppression 

 

Ç The Concept of Fuels Management 

 

Ç Are Aspen Fuelbreaks a Viable Solution to  

    the WUI Fire Problem? 

 

Ç Looking Ahead 
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Analyzing the  

Wildland-Urban Interface 

(WUI)  

Fire Problem in Canada 
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Wildfires are a Threat to Human Safety 

and other Values-at-Risk 
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Natural  Resources 

Canada 

Canadian Forest  

Service 

The WUI is not a new issue in Canada per se  

Fernie, BC ï 1908: 22 fatalities Porcupine, ON ï 1911: ~73 fatalities 

Sask./Alta ï 1919: 13 fatalities Haileybury, ON ï 1922: 43 fatalities 
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é and in modern times as well  

Kelowna, BC - 2003 Halifax, NS - 2009 

Slave Lake, AB - 2011 Fort McMurray, AB - 2016 
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Can we not simply eliminate the WUI 

problem? 
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We do not seem able to prevent  

human-caused fire occurrences  

9 



But even if we could, we would still have to 

contend with lightning-ignited fires 
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Fire protection then and now 
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